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By J. Een Vernazza CPA (a resident of Aptos, CA since t9671

I was boin in 1934 during the Depression - a 'neqil normal' relative to the 'Roaring '20s'. I have never
forgotteg December 7,1941, the day the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor. That Sunday afternoon all
over San Francisco neighbors were in the streets and in frront of houses listening to the radio on porches
or in open windqws - lt was the start of a new "new normal.'

One family on our street had a son who had joined the NaW in early 1941. Allthe younger boys looked
up to hirn. Two rnonths after Pearl Harbor I was walking past his house and there was a red and white
banner With a GOID star in the window and the bfinds were closed behind it. I ran home and asked my
mother and she told me what that mea nt - Killed in Action. To me THAT was the moment of 'the new
normal'. lThen 1943, there were two GOLD stars in that window - a reminder of the new hew normal'.

Then, thg war was over. Everything changed - people were happy, their sons and daughters and
brothers and sistgrs were coming home. The future looked bright - it was the new 'new normal'. Life
changed in so many ways just as I was about to enter junior high schooL

My reasgn for allithis history is beeuse here ure are again, in the middle a disruptive pandemic with a
new'nevy normaf which has interrupted and changed our lives in so many ways and will be replaced
with another new 'new normal' when allthe dust settles after a cure for the virus.

All of yori are puhlic servants with your own indivirJualspecialties and have worked extremely hard over
the yearf making recommendations based on how, wha! where, and how much on many transportation
proiects. Many qf the final decisions by Supervisors, Commissioners and senior department heads have
been ma{e with ponfidence because of your efforts. Now, you must be careful and cautious in using
your skillf, including your imagination, concerning your recommendations, new or already in the
pipeline. Some of them will not work out as previously planned because of new technology, changing
working fiabits along with less commuting and shopping trrgs due to same day deliveries to your door.

I am her! today hecause a growing number of citizens in mid- Santa Cruz County lMrg near and using
Segment t2 of the corridor have great concerns about the need and necesstty of widening2.T miles and
construc{ing two new bridges o/er Highway 1 at a cost of S40.0fi),0fi) per mile.

it is very guestionable whether widening at Segment 12 is needed underthe new "new normal" of
working from hofne and less shopping trips. lt is also the tail end of the commute and widening from
SoqueltQ State Park Drive should alleviate the need to widen 2.7 miles There was an earlier ahernative
plan by CplTrans to keep the trestles by double decking and estimated to now cost about onehalf or
SzO,m0,Fo per mile (some 5 years ago the cost was estimated at some 510,000,000 pr mih).

WE ASI( YOU TO RECOilIMEND TO THE SCCRTC COMMISSIONERS THATTHEY PUT OFF EXEI{DITURES
OUTLINED !N SEqMENT 12 BUDGETS FOR AT IfAST ONE YEAR AND UNNI YOU ARE TOTAI."LY

coNvlilqED mEFE rs iro REAsott To DETAY UNDER KNOWN AtfD REUABTE TRENDS OF WHATTHE NEW
.NEW NORMAT F CREATING.



sEcoND qoNcERN TryE UI!L|4AT|ON OF Tlf E ENTTRE 32 M|LE SANCTUARY FOR ',RAtL-TRAff

We favor 1996 Santa Cruz County Transportatbn Plan and their recommendation tor 'Aflexible bus
transit bqsed system that can be tailored to serue residentiol, employmenl and educotionol travel, os
well os sqn e *a$onol pork focilities ond changing peak wekend tourist needso:

l-udr€ the Corridor from Santa Cruz to Park Avenue as a 'Busway and Bikewayn with the bus
going on to Cabrlllo and then on to the freeway to Watsonville (and Pajaro if neededl.

2- The corridor from Park Awnue to Wfilonyille can then be used as orfiinalS planned when I
was on tlpe Bicycfe Committee and attending The Montere,y Bay Sanctuary Trail Committee during 2fi)G'
2010) - an actuaf Sanctuary Trailthat could be accessed easily by most mid-county residents for biking
or hiking especially after the MarVista Overpass cgmpletion by enteringthe trail with ease in Seacliff.

The Busuiray woufd prorriide a rnethod of transportation between Santa Cruz and Capitola for not onty
residentq but tourists as welll as smaller Care buses for the disabled. This is significant for Capitola
because pf its fimited parking. And it would prodde transportation to Cabrilfo and UCSC from either end
of the copnty. lt would rnean that one could easily go by bus, car, taxi/uber/lyft to Pajaro and transfer
to an 'impgined'train to Gilroy to connect to an 'imagined' bullet train to San Francisco or 1.A., orto
some otller train connection.

Utilizing the bike'hike trail over the trestles througtr the 'Aptos Vilfage" would encourage village
residentg to take the trailto the beach and those on the beach-side would have easy access to the
village thpreby tilking a load off the already very bury village traffic. And, who wants a train going
through {he already very congested viflage thoroqghfare anyway?

fust thinh how much of that train-trail S1,000,@I(XX) couH be saved for a better resuft! And
remembgr, The Sonctuory Trail was meant to provide the calming benefits of a refuge, an oasis, a get-
away to qnjoy ndture, the bir,ds, the whales, the tnees, and along the way the smellof strawberries and
occasionfllly Brussels sprouts. Let us not lose that in this new'new normaf.

SUGGESr YOU RICONSIDER THE SEGMENT 12 IIIIPROVEMENTS NOw ESnMATED AT SOME SaO-mO.OOO

PER M|q FOR THE 2.7 MrtES. SUGGGEST SHELVTNG FOR A YEAR TO EVATUATE WHETHER THE

WIDENII{G AIiID NEW BRIDGES WOUTD OR WOI,TD NOT BE NEIDED UNDER THE NEW 'NEN' ilORMAT

SUGGEST YOU,CONSIDER THE 1996 CORRIDOR PIAN DESCRIBED ABOVE AND ELIMINATE THE TRAIN

TMBRApE CHANGE

'Sonre pfople dOn't like drange, but you nced to embrace change if the ahcrnative is disaster,'
....ElonMusk

PossiHe Disqsts
Widenifig to three lanes with one lane as a bus/2+ passengers, with lower peak hour traffic from less

commufin& les6 local trips and added autonomous vehicb control could create an uninterrupted 17.7

miles that would take only 16 minutes from Watsonville to Santa Cruz at 65MPH.

wHo? uflpER TqEsE gRCUifsTAlrcEs wrlt TAKE THE TR Urf?

As fiduciqries yoq have the duty of care, duty of caution, and duty to use your skills wisely- Be Prudent.
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